Nehemiah 3-4 Gate Walk Notes (Scripture + history + archaeology)

1) Sheep Gate (Neh. 3:1, 32)

What we know: You are correct — this gate is associated with bringing sheep/lambs in for sacrifice because
it's near the Temple area and is repaired first by the high priest and priests (worship leadership leading the
way). Nehemiah deliberately starts here. Neh 3:1; also note the loop back in Neh 3:32.

NT echo: Sheep imagery and sacrifice themes converge beautifully in Christ (John 1:29; Heb 9-10).
Teaching depth: Rebuild begins where worship and atonement are central. Not “project planning.” Priests
first. God first.

2) Tower of the Hundred + Tower of Hananel (Neh. 3:1)

Scripture cross-refs: The Tower of Hananel is named elsewhere in prophecy describing Jerusalem’s restored
future (Jer. 31:38).

Historyl/likely location: These towers are typically placed on the north side of Jerusalem (the most
vulnerable side militarily), so the narrative begins at a meaningful defensive point: worship and weakness meet
first.

Teaching nugget: God often starts the rebuild where you’re exposed, not where you look impressive.

3) Fish Gate (Neh. 3:3)

Scripture cross-refs: Fish Gate is mentioned in later Jerusalem contexts (2 Kings 14:13; Zeph. 1:10).
History: Likely connected to commerce and supply routes (fish brought in from the coast / Galilee markets).
Teaching nugget: God repairs “ordinary access points” too, the places life flows in and out (habits, inputs,
routines).

4) “Their nobles put not their necks to the work...” (Neh. 3:5)

Text detail: KJV wording is striking: “put not their necks”, refusal to bow under the yoke of service.
Teaching nugget: In community rebuilding, rank can become resistance. This is where we start talking about
pride, entitlement, and the quiet sin of “| support it... but | won’t serve.”

5) Old Gate (Neh. 3:6)

What we know: Exact identification is debated; the name implies antiquity (“old,” “former”).

Teaching nugget: Some “old gates” in our lives are not sinful; they’re legacy structures (family patterns,
learned coping) that need repair, not erasure. The question here is: what is old that needs restoring vs. what is
old that needs repenting?

6) Goldsmiths, perfumers, rulers, and “he and his daughters” (Neh. 3)

What we know: Nehemiah intentionally shows the breadth: priests, tradesmen, rulers, families, and yes,
women are honored in the record (“he and his daughters,” Neh. 3:12).

Teaching nugget: Faithfulness without sameness. God uses varied callings. The rebuild is not a personality
contest; it's obedience.



7) Tower of the Ovens (Neh. 3:11)

History: Likely near areas with communal ovens or baking, perhaps tied to food supply.
Teaching nugget: God’s work touches practical provision. This is a chapter where we can say: spiritual
maturity is not detached from daily bread.

8) Valley Gate (Neh. 3:13)

History: Often placed on the west/southwest edge, opening toward the Valley of Hinnom/valley routes.
Teaching nugget: “Valley” spaces are where many women live emotionally. God rebuilds gates that open
toward low places so the valley doesn’t become the only way in and out.

9) Dung Gate (Neh. 3:14)

What we know: This is the refuse/outflow gate where waste left the city.
Teaching nugget (counseling): Mature communities have a “Dung Gate.” They don’t pretend. They have a
way to deal with what is unclean, harmful, festering. When people refuse the Dung Gate, they keep rot inside.

10) Fountain Gate + Pool of Shelah/Siloam + King’s Garden + Steps down from City of David
(Neh. 3:15)

Pool of Shelah: This is widely understood as the Pool of Siloam/Shiloah. Isaiah speaks of “the waters of
Shiloah” (Isa. 8:6), and Neh. 3:15 ties the pool to the King's Garden.

Archaeology: The Pool of Siloam area is one of the most discussed finds in Jerusalem archaeology; BAR
has long treated the site and its historical layers.

Who was “Shelah”? It's the name associated with the pool/waters (Shelah/Shiloah).

Teaching nugget: The rebuild includes the water supply, the life-source. This is where you can naturally
connect to: what feeds you, cleanses you, refreshes you? (And later, the John 9 Siloam healing echo.)

11) “The sepulchres of David... the pool that was made... the house of the mighty” (Neh. 3:16)

Tombs of David: Scripture consistently locates royal burials “in the city of David” (e.g., 1 Kings 2:10).

“The pool that was made”: Many connect this language to Hezekiah-era water works broadly (2 Kings
20:20) not because Nehemiah is retelling Hezekiah, but because these water systems shaped Jerusalem’s
survival narrative.

Teaching nugget: The rebuild forces them to face legacy and history - kings, tombs, old victories, old failures.
Counseling tie: when we rebuild, you’ll bump into what came before you.

12) Armory at the Angle / “house of the mighty men” (Neh. 3:16, 19)

What we know: These references highlight defensive architecture, the corners/angles are pressure points.
Teaching nugget: Weak points are predictable. Mature people plan for them. (This sets up Neh. 4 beautifully:
defense is not lack of faith; it's wisdom.)



13) Water Gate (Neh. 3:26)

What we know: This gate becomes huge later because it's where Ezra reads the Law (Neh. 8:1-3).
Teaching nugget: Watch this gate. It will become the “Word of God gate.” Nehemiah is quietly foreshadowing
renewal.

14) Horse Gate (Neh. 3:28)

Scripture cross-ref: Mentioned in Jeremiah (Jer. 31:40).

History: Likely associated with military/royal movement near the temple precinct area.

Teaching nugget: Some gates are about speed and power (horses). God repairs those too. The places we
tend to rely on strength.

15) “The sixth son of Zalaph” (Neh. 3:30)

What we can say safely: Nehemiah’s record honors detail. God is not vague with people.
Teaching nugget: The rebuild is not anonymous. It’s not “somebody.” It's names. Specific people. Specific
obedience.

16) Inspection Gate / Miphkad Gate (Neh. 3:31)

Hebrew idea: “Miphqgad” is tied to mustering/appointment/numbering/inspection. Some translations keep the
Hebrew name.
Teaching nugget: The wall is not just built; it's assessed. God cares about integrity, not appearances.

17) Merchants + “back to the Sheep Gate” (Neh. 3:32)

The loop completed. Nehemiah is moving you in a circle because the rebuild must be whole, not selective.
Teaching nugget: You don’t get to rebuild only the sections that feel inspiring. The Spirit walks you around
the whole wall - even the embarrassing or distressing or isolating places.
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